History of the Modern Estate Tax

Exemptions and Maximum Rates
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Tax Reform Act of ‘86 Economic Growth and Tax Estate taxes sunset at the end Tax Cuts and Jobs Act ‘17
Top Rate 55% Relief Reconciliation Act of ‘01 of 2009 with no estate tax in doubled the exemptions.
Rates and exemptions held Top Rate 55% 2010. Was scheduled to sunset
until 1997 Tax Reform Act of ‘10 on December 31, 2025.

Top Rate 35%
$5M Exemption, portability,
adjusted for inflation
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Increases in exemption Exemption gradually American Taxpayer Relief Act The One Big Beautiful
Increased $25k/year increased from 2001 -2009 of *12 (ATRA) made exemption Bill Act increased the
starting in 1997 “permanent” & indexed. exemption to $15.0M
Top Rate 40% per person
Generation Skipping Transfer
Tax $5M
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